the confusing literature on the subject. Nomograms and tables quoted for fetal maturity and other estimations are only those which are based on proven and sound mathematical principles. The chapters on the methodology and application of measurements for fetal age are an especially helpful feature. A wide range of fetal pathology which may now be demonstrated by modern realtime equipment is comprehensively described and depicted by profuse, well labelled illustrations. In line with the practical nature of the book diagnostic pitfalls are included, together with differential diagnoses of various ultrasonographic appearances and approaches to particular clinical problems. There is a short chapter on the use of ultrasound in the evaluation and management of the infertile patient. Key references are given at the end of each chapter. Some expansion, with more illustrations, of the brief chapter on trophoblastic disease would have been helpful. While ultrasound-guided amniocentesis is described, no mention is made of other recently developed interventional techniques. Notwithstanding these criticisms, this book is warmly recommended as a concise text for all who are performing obstetric ultrasound. The historical and epidemiological introduction provides essential background to readers unfamiliar with the disease, before describing the 'Long-Delayed Discovery of Cholera Toxin'. The first landmark in American contribution to cholera was the involvement of the US Naval Medical Research Unit Number 3 (NAMRU 3) in the Egyptian cholera outbreak in 1947. The work of the Unit, commanded by Robert A Phillips, proved that dehydration in cholera is isotonic, and demonstrated that rehydration with alkaline isotonicsaline could reduce the mortality rate from 20% to 5%. It was in Thailand in 1958 that accurate balance studies were first completed by the NAMRU 2 team. These led to refinements in rehydration techniques that eventually reduced mortality to below 0.6%.
But there is much more to the story than I can mention here, and I urge anyone interested in cholera to read this book. The tale is a good one, and well told. Karger 1984 This well produced volume is a welcome addition to the medical literature, coming at a time when computer technology and applications are expanding rapidly. Almost all medical computer uses are covered, from complex data management systems for large hospitals to the use of microcomputers in diagnosis.
The book commences with an-overview of computer technology and terminology and a literature review of suitable applications in medicine. This is followed by a review of hospital information systems and their relevance to gastroenterology, data management in gastroenterology and endoscopy services, the use of computers in clinical decision making, the surveillance of gastrointestinal disorders, and analysis of gastroenterological literature. Dr de Dombal concludes with future progress in computer aids in gastroenterology.
This volume is informative, intelligible and a valuable addition to medical literature. Clinicians have an urgent need to read this book and explore the large bibliography it offers. 
